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Design-led Nexus Approach for Sustainable Urbanisation

M AR
Wanglin YAN

Professor, Faculty of Environment and Information Studies, Keio University

Abstract

The article reviews the stages and potentials of urbanization through the lens of food-water-energy nexus for sustainable
urban development. The design-led nexus approach by the M-NEX project of the SUGI Food-Water-Energy Nexus
program was introduced for decarbonization and sustainable urbanization. It concludes that cities owe responsibilities
to reduce carbon emissions while the carbon zero goals could be achieved by revitalizing built-up land and space uses
intensively. The design-led approach provides the tools and indicators for investigating the potentials, designing solutions,

and evaluating performance.
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